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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  

 On November 8, Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan made landfall in the central Philippines, 

triggering heavy rains that caused widespread flooding and landslides, particularly in East 

Samar and Leyte provinces.  As of November 11, Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan had caused 

at least 1,774 deaths, affected an estimated 9.7 million people, and damaged or destroyed 

approximately 23,200 houses, as well as public infrastructure and agricultural land, across 

41 provinces, according to the NDRRMC.  However, local officials project that the 

typhoon killed an estimated 10,000 people in Leyte Province alone, where storm surges 

reached 13 feet and sustained winds surpassed approximately 175 miles per hour, 

according to international media. 

 On November 9 and 10, the DART deputy team leader conducted humanitarian 

assessments in Ormoc, the second-largest city in heavily affected Leyte Province, and 

surrounding areas, reporting near-complete damage in some areas, particularly along the 

coast.  In Ormoc city, the typhoon damaged or destroyed approximately 80 to 90 percent 

of visible housing.  Debris and downed power lines continue to block road access to 

affected populations.   

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING 
TO THE PHILIPPINES FOR TYPHOON YOLANDA/HAIYAN TO DATE IN FY 2014 
USAID/OFDA $10,000,000 

USAID/FFP1 $10,000,000 

$20,000,000 
TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN  

ASSISTANCE TO THE PHILIPPINES  

PHILIPPINES – TYPHOON YOLANDA/HAIYAN 
FACT SHEET #1, FISCAL YEAR (FY) 2014                             NOVEMBER 11, 2013 
NUMBERS AT 

A GLANCE 

9.7 million 
People Affected by 

Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan 

in the Philippines 

Government of the Philippines (GPH) 

National Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Center (NDRRMC) – 

November 11, 2013 

23,200 
Houses Damaged or 

Destroyed by Typhoon 

Yolanda/Haiyan in the 

Philippines  

NDRRMC – November 11, 2013 

615,770 
People Displaced by 

Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan in 

the Philippines 

NDRRMC – November 11, 2013 

792,000 
People Evacuated in 

Advance of Typhoon 

Yolanda/Haiyan in the 

Philippines 

NDRRMC – November 11, 2013 

1,774 
Deaths Associated with 

Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan in 

the Philippines 

NDRRMC – November 11, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

On November 8, Typhoon Haiyan—known as Yolanda in the Philippines—made 
landfall in the central Philippines, bringing strong winds and heavy rains that have 
resulted in flooding, landslides, and widespread damage. 

 

The U.S. Government (USG) is providing $20 million in immediate humanitarian 
assistance to benefit typhoon-affected populations, including the provision of 
emergency shelter, food assistance, relief commodities, and water, sanitation, and 
hygiene (WASH) support. 

 

USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) activated a 
Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) and corresponding Washington, D.C.-
based Response Management Team (RMT). 
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CURRENT SITUATION  

 Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan had resulted in at least 1,774 deaths, with some media reports citing projections of more 

than 10,000 fatalities in Leyte Province, and injured 71 people as of November 11, according to the NDRRMC.  The 

GPH and humanitarian partners expect the death toll and damage reports to increase in the coming days as 

transportation and communications systems are restored and as more information becomes available.  

 National authorities indicate that the typhoon likely caused the most significant damage in the Philippines’ Eastern 

Samar and Leyte provinces, with additional damage reported in Bohol, Cebu, and Samar provinces.  However, the U.N. 

notes that the scale of destruction in affected areas is unknown, as many areas remain inaccessible.  Manila, the 

Philippines’ capital city, experienced minimal rainfall and wind damage from the typhoon. 

 The GPH has led the disaster response in the Philippines, establishing two forward command posts, including one in 

most-affected Tacloban city, Leyte Province, to coordinate response activities.  In advance of the storm, the GPH 

evacuated more than 792,000 people to temporary shelters, pre-positioned food commodities and emergency relief 

supplies, and deployed military assets and road-clearing equipment to assist with relief operations.  Philippine military 

helicopters began aerial surveys of storm damage on November 9, and the NDRRMC reports that national police 

forces are assisting in the evacuation of typhoon-affected populations.  The GPH has also airlifted safe drinking water, 

relief supplies, and food commodities to Tacloban.   

 

 

U.S. GOVERNMENT (USG) RESPONSE 

 On November 9, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Brian L. Goldbeck declared a disaster in the Philippines due to the effects 

of Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan.  In response, USAID authorized an initial drawdown of $10 million from the 

USAID/OFDA Response Fund to support immediate response efforts, including procuring, transporting, and 

distributing emergency relief commodities and improving access to sanitation facilities for typhoon-affected 

populations.   

 USAID/FFP has provided $10 million to the U.N. World Food Program (WFP) for emergency food assistance to 

immediately reach the maximum number of affected people.  Funding will support the immediate airlift of 55 metric 

tons (MT) of emergency food products from Miami, Florida, to feed 20,000 children under five and 15,000 adults for 

five days; the shipment of 1,020 MT of prepositioned Title II rice from Colombo, Sri Lanka, within three weeks to feed 

60,000 people for one month; and procurement of nutritious food commodities either locally or regionally—prioritizing 

the speed of delivery—for targeted distribution in most-affected communities.  

 USAID/OFDA is coordinating the transport of 1,000 rolls of plastic sheeting and 10,000 hygiene kits—sufficient to 

meet the needs of 10,000 families—from its relief supply warehouse in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  The 

commodities are scheduled to arrive by plane in the Philippines in the coming days.  USAID is planning a second 

identical shipment of relief commodities to arrive within the week. 

 In addition, USAID/OFDA activated a DART to conduct initial damage assessments in affected areas of the 

Philippines, liaise with other humanitarian and government actors in the country, and recommend appropriate response 

options.  USAID/OFDA also stood up a Washington, D.C.-based RMT to coordinate the USG humanitarian response, 

program relief activities, and provide support for the DART.  Additional USAID/OFDA staff in Bangkok, Thailand; 

Honolulu, Hawaii; and Washington, D.C., remain in frequent contact with the DART and humanitarian partners to 

monitor humanitarian conditions and coordinate relief efforts. 

 USAID/OFDA is working in close collaboration with the U.S. Department of Defense Pacific Command 

(PACOM).  PACOM forces have arrived in Manila and are supporting the transport of emergency relief commodities 

to affected areas.  In addition, U.S. military aircraft are supporting DART assessment flights over affected areas to 

determine additional humanitarian needs and assisting the Armed Forces of the Philippines’ search-and-rescue 

operations.  
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CONTEXT 

On November 8, Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan made landfall in the central Philippines, primarily affecting East 

Samar and Leyte provinces.  

On November 9, U.S. Chargé d’Affaires, a.i., Brian L. Goldbeck declared a disaster in the Philippines due to the 

effects of Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan.   

USAID/OFDA activated a field-based DART and corresponding Washington, D.C.-based RMT on November 

9.  The DART will conduct initial damage assessments in affected areas of the Philippines, liaise with other 

humanitarian and government actors in the country, and recommend appropriate response options.  The RMT is 

a focal point to coordinate the USG humanitarian response, program relief activities, and provide support for the 

DART.   

 

OTHER HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

 The U.N. World Food Program (WFP) estimates that nearly 2.5 million people will require immediate food assistance 

in the aftermath of the typhoon and has mobilized an initial $2 million for the response.  WFP expects to initially focus 

on the most-vulnerable 500,000 people, providing high-energy biscuits for at least seven days to supplement food 

assistance provided by the GPH, before shifting to targeted distribution of rice, vegetable oil, and pulses once the 

supply of safe drinking water has been restored and families are able to access cooking facilities. 

 On November 9, two U.N. Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) teams deployed to Tacloban city to 

conduct humanitarian assessments.  Initial UNDAC surveys conducted in coordination with the Philippines 

Humanitarian Country Team and government authorities indicate significant damage to coastal areas, with ships thrown 

to shore, houses destroyed, and agricultural land damaged. 

 As of November 9, the International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies had allocated $519,000 to 

support the Philippine Red Cross (PRC) in deploying rapid assessment teams and delivering immediate assistance to 

nearly 5,000 families in the Philippines.  The PRC also pre-positioned emergency relief supplies—including blankets, 

food items, hygiene kits, plastic sheeting, and water containers—for rapid deployment to as many as 10,000 families. 

 The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has activated the cluster system in the 

Philippines, establishing coordinating bodies for typhoon response activities by sector.  In the coming days, OCHA 

plans to launch a funding appeal outlining resource requirements.  

 

 

USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE FOR TYPHOON YOLANDA/HAIYAN TO DATE IN FY 2014 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNER ACTIVITY LOCATION AMOUNT 

USAID/OFDA2 

USAID/Philippines  Logistics and Relief Commodities, WASH Affected Areas $100,000  

USAID/OFDA Airlift Logistics and Relief Commodities Affected Areas $574,770  

U.N. and Non-Governmental 

Organizations  

Logistics and Relief Commodities, WASH, Shelter and 

Settlements 
Affected Areas $9,325,230  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $10,000,000  

        

USAID/FFP3 

WFP Title II Emergency Food Assistance Affected Areas $2,250,000  

WFP Local or Regional Food Procurement Affected Areas $7,750,000  

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $10,000,000  

TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE PHILIPPINES FOR TYPHOON YOLANDA/HAIYAN $20,000,000  
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PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for disaster 

responses around the world can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 

affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 

can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; 

and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 

­ The Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999. 

­ Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at 
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work

