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Greetings National Service Partners!      

This bi-monthly training newsletter provides information you will need for planning ahead to attend upcoming trainings to support your professional development.  Selected training resources and grant deadlines are also listed. 

Please note:  If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate in any Volunteer Florida sponsored training, contact Dee Wilder with your request at 850-410-3452 at least one week prior to the event. 

	Training News and Upcoming Deadlines & Events


May 8–15, 2010 – FOURTH ANNUAL AmeriCorps Week is almost here!  AmeriCorps Week provides the perfect opportunity for AmeriCorps members, alums, grantees, program partners, and friends to shine a spotlight on the work done by members—and to motivate more Americans to serve their communities. Volunteer Florida is excited to partner with AmeriCorps programs on an exciting statewide service project, I CAN!  AmeriCorps members across the state will be collecting and donating canned goods to Florida’s food banks during May 8-14. To learn more about I CAN, contact Amieko Watson, Director of National Service Programs, at amieko@volunteerflorida.org.  Plan a project or connect with a local volunteer center for a service project that members, alums and community supporters can all attend.  If you have not yet visited the AmeriCorps Week website and/or listed your project for AmeriCorps Week, see the link: www.americorpsweek.gov.

June 28–30, 2010 – National Conference on Volunteering and Service in New York City!  Now Open for Registration! Don't miss the world's largest gathering of volunteer leaders from the nonprofit, corporate and government sectors. NCVS is June 28-30 in New York City. Register now!

August 16-18, 2010 Save the Date – Registration is now open for the 2010 Florida Conference on Aging~Better Together: Life after 55~, to be held at the Caribe Royale Hotel in Orlando.  Register at https://fcoa.wufoo.com/forms/2010-florida-conference-on-aging-registration/ , or call 850-222-8877 for questions about the Florida Conference on Aging.

Florida Volunteer Center trainings and 2010 Volunteer Management Training Series (VMTS):  
If you manage volunteers for your nonprofit agency, you may want to obtain a Volunteer Management Certificate by participating in the Volunteer Management Training Series in 2010 offered by Florida’s Volunteer Centers.  Interested AmeriCorps Program Directors are encouraged to participate in the VMTS trainings and other trainings listed below to build essential skills and knowledge.  Contact Dee Wilder at 850-410-3452 if you need assistance with registration fees. 
Florida Volunteer Center trainings and 2010 Volunteer Management Training Series (continued)
1. (a) May 5, 2010 - Indian River County VOAD (Volunteer Organizations active in Disaster) is sponsoring training for volunteers responding to disasters from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at the United Way of Indian River.  Contact persons are Paul G. Seldes at pseldes@ntb-group.com or 772-492-0069; mobile: 772-538-2154;or Eve Balance, United Way of Indian River County, 1836 14th Ave., Vero Beach  eve.ballance@unitedwayirc.org, 772-567-8900.  No registration fee is required, but advance RSPVs are appreciated.                                                     (b) June 2, 2010 - also at the United Way of Indian River at 8:30am, IRC VOAD will be conducting the annual tabletop disaster exercise. Participants will be required to think creatively and be prepared to talk through the assistance and support each agency can contribute. Contact Paul Seldes as above.
2. (a) May 18, 2010 - Friendship Volunteer Center will sponsor Faith Based Disaster Training and Orientation from 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at the Emergency Operations Center.                               (b) June 10, 2010 – Friendship Volunteer Center will provide Volunteer Reception Center (VRC) Training from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at a location to be determined. To register for either of these trainings, contact James DuPlantier, Director of Community Engagement, at 941-953-5965 or JDuPlantier@FriendshipCenters.org.  
3. May 12, 2010 - HandsOn Jacksonville, Inc., will conduct a 3-hour training on “Roles and Responsibilities of Nonprofit Boards,” on May 12, August 11, and November 10, 2010, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the HandsOn Jacksonville office, 6817-1902 Southpoint Parkway, Jacksonville.  To register, contact Nancy Davis Knight at nancy@handsonjacksonville.org.

4. (a) May 19, 2010 - United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties’ Volunteer Center is hosting “Project Leader Training - A Hands-On Approach” from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the United Way office.  Call 386-366-9080 to register.                                                                                                       (b) June 3, 10 & 17, 2010, the Volunteer Center is hosting the Florida Volunteer Management Certificate (VMTS) training at Daytona State College. For information contact Laura Zublioni, Volunteer Center Director for United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties, http://www.liveunitedinvolusiaflagler.org/VolunteerCenter/VMTS/index.htm. 
5. August 19 – September 23, 2010 - Martin Volunteers is offering the Florida Volunteer Management Certificate program training at Barry University, Port St. Lucie, Florida.  Registration is online at www.martinvolunteers.org or call 772/220-4472, x228.  Contact Dianne Young, Associate Director, at dyoung@martinvoluntees.org.                   

Disaster Training News! 
COOP Tip #20 – GET READY!

Make sure your AmeriCorps members have received the required CPR-First Aid training for serving in AmeriCorps.  If they have not yet received training, listed below is one opportunity for national service members in North Florida:  

SAVE THE DATES!  American Red Cross of Northwest Florida in Crestview, Florida, is offering 
“CPR Saturday,” an annual mass CPR training event only offered once a year, for the low price of $10.00. The class will meet on Saturday, June 12, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Pensacola, and on June 26 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Niceville. Learn Adult CPR and receive certification upon completion. This class normally costs $46. All students must pre-register and pre-pay by visiting the website or by calling Customer Service at 800.773.7620, ext. 0.

VOLUNTEER FLORIDA Training Vouchers are still available for CPR/First Aid Trainings!
Volunteer Florida continues to provide AmeriCorps programs with CPR/First Aid Training Vouchers to help with the cost of American Red Cross required trainings for AmeriCorps members. To request training vouchers (a $25 credit toward the training fee), AmeriCorps program directors should schedule their member training with the nearby Red Cross Chapter and complete a Voucher Request Form available from Erin Pantoja at Volunteer Florida at erin@volunteerflorida.org, or see the Volunteer Florida website at www.volunteerflorida.org.   

	Other Seasons of Service and Upcoming Training Events:  


May

May 8 – 15, 2010 – National AmeriCorps Week.  Participate in 6 Days 6 Ramps and download a presentation kit for National AmeriCorps Week at: http://www.americorpsweek.gov/kit.asp 
May 14, 2010 – Due date for Florida Learn & Serve Proposals and Applications. Please see: www.fsu.edu/~flserve/apply/apply.html 
June

June 5, 2010 – World Environment Day.  See http://www.unep.org/wed/2010/english/
June 28 – 30, 2010 – National Conference on Volunteering and Service in New York City!  The world's largest gathering of volunteer leaders from the nonprofit, corporate and government sectors. 2010 NCVS is June 28-30 in New York City. Register now!
September

September 11, 2010 – National Day of Service & Remembrance.  Register your Good Deed at http://www.911dayofservice.org !

	Grant Opportunities, Contests and Announcements:
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May 15, 2010 – Deadline for Habitat for Humanity State Farm Service-Learning Partnership Grants.  These Service-Learning Partnership grants provide funds for teachers and schools to develop and implement service-learning projects in partnership with their local Habitat affiliate. For the 2010-2011 school year, teachers and local Habitat affiliates can jointly apply for a one-year grant of up to $7,000 to cover educational expenses associated with the service-learning project. www.habitat.org/youthprograms/parent_teacher_leader/grants.aspx
June 30, 2010 – Deadline for applications for Scholastic's "Be Big in Your Community" Contest!  Enter now to see your little idea turned into a BIG Idea!  Clifford The Big Red Dog® is looking for individuals and/or community groups doing great things to make a difference in their community.  Designed to communicate that small, simple actions can make a BIG difference, the campaign invites everyone to take action and raise awareness for how Clifford The Big Red Dog's BIG IDEAS (Share, Play Fair, Have Respect, Work Together, Be Responsible, Be Truthful, Be Kind, Believe in Yourself, Be a Good Friend, Help Others) can make the world a better place. See details at www.scholastic.com/cliffordbebig/contest/
July 15, 2010 – Deadline for applications for Volunteer Florida Disaster Relief Social Services Block Grant funding opportunity for community and faith-based organizations, counties and local governments that provided social services resulting from presidentially-declared disasters in 2008.  Eligible reimbursements include costs for services such as case management, housing assistance, and congregate meals.  See www.volunteerflorida.org for the Notice of Funding Availability. 

paul@volunteerflorida.orgOngoing - Volunteer Florida can help national service programs who need funding for  members with disabilities who need reasonable accommodations to successfully complete terms of service.  Contact Paul Martell at 850-414-0093 or .
	RESOURCES:


If you attended the April 7 - 9, 2010, AmeriCorps program directors meeting in Miami, you were fortunate to participate with 90 state and national direct AmeriCorps program directors, coordinators, and financial staff at the Marriott Courtyard Coconut Grove in a three-day Recruitment and Retention workshop. Power point presentations from the member recruitment and retention and financial trainings are posted on the Volunteer Florida website at www.volunteerflorida.org under “AmeriCorps Program Director Resources.”  Contact Dee Wilder at dee@volunteerflorida.org for questions. 

Mentor’s SafetyNET program now available for mentoring programs:  In partnership with the FBI, MENTOR is pleased to make nationwide FBI fingerprint-based background checks available to any mentoring program in the country. Through SafetyNET each FBI background check costs only $18, with a turnaround time of approximately 5 business days from the time the background check materials are received until the fitness determinations are emailed from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC). Created by Congress, the SafetyNET pilot is part of a longer-term effort to create a permanent workable system for obtaining criminal background checks on volunteers who work with children. Detailed information is provided in the SafetyNET manual at www.mentoring.org/safetynet/
VISTA: Social Media Mondays -- Social media is an emerging technology that can be used to create lasting social change. With this in mind, VISTA is hosting a series of web-based workshops on the last Monday of each month to help expand the use of these new resources to address poverty and social justice issues.  VISTA’s Social Media Monday webshops provide you with hands-on access to social media applications (Twitter, Facebook, and Flickr) and an opportunity to learn strategies for using these tools to create social change. Hosted by technology experts along with a variety of guests with on-the-ground experience, each session aims to provide a specific set of skills for you to add to your repertoire as a social change agent. Visit the website: VISTA Campus "Social Media Mondays" for the upcoming schedule and an archive of previous webshops. You may use the "Log in as guest" option to register.

EnCorps is a set of online resources for AmeriCorps and VISTA program staff targeting member recruitment, placement, orientation, ongoing training, and transitioning beyond their year of service. To view this collection of The Resource Center, www.nationalservice.gov/resources, contact EnCorps at encorps@nwrel.org or 1-877-250-1615 for more information.  Also see the new Resource Center packet to help you understand the potential of using the Resource Center at http://nationalserviceresources.org/packet. 

Volunteer Florida wants your help identifying Best Practices in national service programs that can be shared to help other programs learn from your experiences.  Please submit best practices along with articles, web sites, or innovative resources to Dee Wilder at 850-410-3452 or dee@volunteerflorida.org.      

This training newsletter is available in alternative formats (Braille, 
audio formats, large print and computerized). Contact Paul Martell 
at 850-414-0093 or paul@volunteerflorida.org with your request.
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